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Welcome back to Term 2!
The children have returned full of energy for the new term ahead and are taking everything in their stride. It sounds as
though they have had a relaxing and enjoyable half term with their families. This term is full of fun and excitement with
the build up to Christmas and we want to make sure the children are having fun with their friends. We also realise that
during lockdown children cannot enjoy birthday parties with all their friends. We saw an idea from another school
which we would love to adopt here. The idea is that all children’s birthdays are celebrated in school in their class
bubbles with a party atmosphere and treats. We hope you agree this is a way of keeping our children smiling during this
time. Please see the letter coming out today with details. All children who have already had birthdays in September and
October will be included in the November celebrations. We are also busy planning activities for Christmas for all our
class bubbles. We hope to make it a magical time!
Organisation and staffing
Our staff have been absolutely AMAZING at keeping learning and wellbeing going for all the children. As I am sure you
can imagine it all takes great care and planning and I would like to share with you in thanking them for doing such a
fabulous job. It makes us all so proud when we see the children making great progress and enjoying developing
friendships. Please continue to help us with all your home learning skills as this makes a tremendous contribution to
learning. Flying Start calls have been ongoing and will continue until the end of November. If you have yet to return your
form please do so as soon as possible. Part of our linked bubbles plans are designed so that we can continue to achieve
great things in these difficult times. Please see a further update letter for details of what is going ahead this term.
Inset Days
We have now set two more of our remaining Inset Days for the year. They will be on Monday 4th and Tuesday 5th
January, lockdown permitting, when school and Nursery will be closed to children. We have one more Inset day before
July which we are keeping for our Swimming Training. I will let you a know date for that as soon as I can. Thank you.
Sports Captains Success
Congratulations to the Sports Captain team lead by Fynn and ably supported by Head Prefect Oscar. You have really
thought about how to tackle the problems you identified with football and made plans for equal opportunities to take
part. We look forward to hearing how this project continues. Congratulations also to Daisie who has been successful in
her application to join the Sports Captain team. Well done, Daisie!
PTFA - Reminder
On Tuesday 10th November (next Tuesday) the PTA will be having a clothes collection for any outgrown/unwanted
clothes to help raise valuable funds for the school. The collection point will be in the car park of the Robin Hood public
house between 08:30-10:30. In return the school will receive 50p per kilo so please take time to clear some space and
ask friends/family too as every little helps.
Coat Swap
As the weather has become much colder you may be digging out last years’ winter coats. We are requesting any outgrown items are used in a coat swap scheme. Outgrown coats can be donated to school and then parents can let us
know if they or a family they know are in need of a coat. Coat donations are on Monday 9th November and collections
on Friday 13th November. We will repeat this scheme if popular. Many thanks.
Food Banks
We are now signed up to receive support from both the Hastings and Rye foodbanks. These are unprecedented times
and we hope that families will feel able to receive the support. Please contact the school office in order to register and
receive a voucher code. All enquiries will be dealt with in confidence.

We have had a very busy week in Gingko Class. Our new topic is “I wonder…how to get over,
under and really high” and this week we have been learning about the features of castles. In
English, we pretended to go on a trip to Harlech Castle in Wales and have written recounts of
our imaginary day there. Also, we have enjoyed learning to draw castles, using a few tricks to
add perspective to our pictures.
In the coming days and weeks we will be learning about towers, bridges and tunnels!
In Maths, we have been looking at word problems and are now focussing on money. We
learned why coins are different shapes and sizes and practised recognising them with our
eyes closed!
Also, for PE we have begun practising personal challenges for the upcoming local competitions. We have tried the standing long jump, chest push and bunny hops (pictured). It's harder than it looks!

