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Happy Christmas!
A truly unique Autumn term, to say the least! Our amazing team have created safe, secure, nurturing class
bubbles, kept everything going and supported the children to be happy, healthy and learning. I have been
reminded every day of the special qualities of care and kindness that are in abundance at Icklesham School.
Thank you to all the staff from the bottom of my heart. The children have been amazing at adapting to new
routines and getting stuck in to their learning, showing kindness to each other and the team. PTFA have helped
us create magic moments for the children, supporting birthday parties, Christmas crackers and raising funds
with the raffle, to name a few. Parents and carers have helped to keep us going with acts of kindness and
supportive messages along the way. Thank you all! Wishing you a happy, quiet and cosy family Christmas.
Happy Christmas Everyone!
Key Stage 2 Christmas Service
Children in Juniper and Maple Classes have been busy preparing for their Christmas Service which they have
filmed to share with each other on Google Classroom. Nursery, Chestnut and Ginkgo Classes have posted their
Nativity onto their google Classroom too. These very special events have been a joy in school and we are now
very happy to share them with you.
Christmas dinner This week we had the best Christmas Dinner ever! All our children from 2 to 11 were able
to have a beautifully cooked Christmas dinner with their class team. There were crackers and Christmas music,
lovely food and lots of fun! Our thanks to the PTFA donators who supplied our crackers—it was so nice to have
some fun! Well done and great thanks to Mrs Clark and her team for the beautifully prepared food and all of
the helpers providing table service to our diners! Thank you!
New Device for Christmas? To help parents and carers with safety on new devices the team at National Online
Safety have devised the following tips. Follow the link for details:
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides/12-tips-for-christmas
If you are changing our phone over Christmas don’t forget to update your contact details at school.
Uniform Please send in any old uniform, especially younger ones, for us to have in school as spares. Washed
uniform can be brought to the office to quarantine from Wednesday 6th January. Thank you.
Important COVID-19 information update - Tier 3
We heard yesterday that our region is going into Tier 3 from this Saturday. I am certain that despite some very
real hardships this presents to families, ultimately it should mean a safer holiday and considerably lower
numbers in the New Year, giving more confidence in a safe return to school on Wednesday 6th January. If we
all follow the guidance we should be able to reduce numbers more quickly. I know many parents have thought
long and hard about whether or not to send their children in this week, especially when they cannot be certain
that all are following the guidelines. For them, and for the staff team, Tier 3 measures offer some reassurance.
We are all looking forward to spending time safely with our families at the end of a long term. Full guidance can
be found through the following link https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-3-very-high-alert
Holiday Monitoring
As I mentioned last week, we have been asked by the DFE to continue to monitor our families for 6 days after
the end of term making Christmas Eve the last day of monitoring. This is in addition to the national NHS Test
and Trace system. Please email us if children or adults have symptoms or receive a positive test result over the
holidays. Emails will be routinely monitored as often as possible. In the New Year we ask that you inform us of
any cases in the household by Tuesday 5th January before returning to school. We will need to take advice regarding self isolation guidance at the time before children can return to school. This is for everyone’s safety.
Should there be any changes to the school routine we will inform parents on Tuesday 5th January by text and
email. Thank you for keeping us safe.

Happy Christmas Everyone!

